Favourable effect of flunarizine on the recovery from hemiparesis in rats with intracerebral hematomas.
In 25 rats, an intracerebral hematoma was created in the foreleg area of the motor cortex by injection of 50 microliters blood. After the lesion, 13 were treated with flunarizine and 12 with the solvent. Neurological testing was performed by measuring the running time on a rotating platform. In animals with hemiparesis, the flunarizine group (n = 7) showed a significantly (P less than 0.05) better recovery than the control group (n = 8). No significant differences occurred in animals without neurological deficits (flunarizine: n = 6, control: n = 4). So the effect of the drug is not due to a non-specific activation; it may partially cure neurological deficits caused by intracerebral hematoma.